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During the motivation, the teacher asked the students to think
about how to be specific in their description, and how they
might make the character come alive.

Teacher: You have provided some very specific details about
your grandad. I know a  lot about him after reading
your work. Why did you list all those things in the 
daily routine?

Jack: Because that’s exactly what they do. My grandad 
does the same routine all the time.

Teacher: Remind me to show you how another favourite author
of mine “lists”.

Because The Learning Context and Integrating Reading and
Writing sections for the character exemplars are so closely
related, they have been combined in a shared introduction,
which applies to all the character exemplars. It suggests the
approach Jack’s teacher may have taken to working with the
class on character writing. It also suggests ways in which
teachers can integrate character writing with reading.

Teacher-student conversations
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English in the New Zealand Curriculum

Level 4: Writing Functions
Poetic Writing: Students should write on a  variety of topics,
shaping, editing, and reworking texts in a  range of genres,
expressing ideas and experiences imaginatively and using
appropriate vocabulary and conventions, such as spelling and
sentence structure.

Level 3 and 4:  Reading and Writing Processes
Exploring Language: Students should identify, discuss and
use the conventions, structures and language features of
different texts, and discuss how they relate to the topic.

Thinking Critically: Students should discuss and convey
meanings in written texts, exploring relevant experiences and
other points of view.

English in the New Zealand Curriculum, pages 35-36
www.tki.org.nz/r/language/curriculum/p34_36_e.php
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To move Jack towards the next learning step, the teacher might
help him to focus on:

Structure
– developing a satisfying conclusion.  This piece has no 

summative sense
– experimenting with structure for effect, e.g., using 

repetition and flashback.
Language features

– use dialogue to add to characterisation.

Contexts for such learning could include the teacher:

• demonstrating or modelling these points in group or individual
learning sessions (including examples of how other writers
have managed them)

• continuing to give the student specific feedback on his 
success and next steps with these points.

WHERE TO NEXT?
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WHAT THE WORK SHOWS: Jack has presented a comprehensive character portrait of his grandfather that engages the reader
through its considerable attention to detail. The beginning and middle of the portrait are particularly strong.
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